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Urban Agricultural Land 

Uses

ÁSide Lot Residential 
Gardens

ÁBlock Group 
Gardens

ÁCommunity Gardens

ÁMarket Gardens

ÁUrban Homesteads

ÁUrban Farms

ÁKeeping of Animals

ÁPhytoremediation



Side Lot Residential 

Garden                

ÁVacant lot adjacent 

to a residential lot 

used by individual 

residents for 

gardening

ÁFood consumed by 

growers
Side Lot Residential Garden in Flint, MI

Image courtesy of the Ruth Mott Foundation



Side Lot Residential 

Garden Issues               

ÁAccessory use

ÁWhat if lot owned 

by another entity?

ÁStructures

ÁDoes a shed, 

greenhouse or hoop 

house need to go 

through site plan 

review?
Side Lot Residential Garden in Flint, MI

Image courtesy of the Ruth Mott Foundation



Block Group Gardens              

ÁGarden used by the 

surrounding residents 

ÁFood for use by only 

those residents in the 

block. 

ÁStorage sheds or 

greenhouses
Block Group Garden in Flint, MI

Image courtesy of the Ruth Mott Foundation



Block Group Garden 

Issues

ÁStructures

ÁAre they allowed as 
principal buildings?

ÁWho approves?

ÁWhat information is 
needed? Block Group Garden in Flint, MI

Image courtesy of the Ruth Mott Foundation



Community Gardens

ÁGardened by a group of 
people, not necessarily 
in the neighborhood. 

ÁTypically owned in trust 
by local governments or 
nonprofits. 

Á Individual plots or tended 
in a communal fashion

Community Garden in Flint, MI

Image courtesy of the Ruth Mott Foundation



Community Garden Issues

ÁStructures
ÁWho approves?

ÁWhat information is 
needed?

ÁWhere allowed?
ÁAccessory use to a 

school, church or park 

ÁWhat zones?

Community Garden in Flint, MI

Image courtesy of the Ruth Mott Foundation



Community Garden Issues

ÁWho would run the 

program?

ÁP-Patch by the City of 

Seattle

ÁNon-profits in Toronto 

& Philadelphia
Community Garden in Flint, MI

Image courtesy of the Ruth Mott Foundation



Urban Homesteads

ÁCity households grow  
food on their property

ÁGoal of being self-
sufficient 

ÁFruits and vegetables 

ÁAnimals 

ÁActivity might equal a 
home occupation. 

Urban Homestead in Pasadena, CA, 1/5 acre

Accessed at:  www.urbanhomestead.org



Urban Homestead Issues

Á Is keeping of animals legal?
ÁChickens

ÁBees

ÁGoats

ÁAre accessory building 
regulations too restrictive?

ÁDo your home-based 
business regulations apply?

Images from 

http://singlemomurba

nhomesteader.blogsp

ot.com/

Blog by Patrica 

Farmer in Livonia, MI

http://singlemomurbanhomesteader.blogspot.com/
http://singlemomurbanhomesteader.blogspot.com/
http://singlemomurbanhomesteader.blogspot.com/


Market Garden

ÁSmall-scale 

production of fruits, 

vegetables & flowers

ÁSold directly 

ÁDiversity of crops

ÁSmall area

ÁLess than 1 acre to a 

few acres Harvesting the Earth Education Farm Hoop 

House in Mt. Morris, MI

Image courtesy of the Ruth Mott Foundation



Market Garden Issues

ÁWhere allowed?
ÁNon-profits

ÁYouth programs

ÁStudent Organic Farm

ÁSmall farm operation

ÁStructures
ÁWho approves?

ÁWhat information is 
needed? Harvesting Earth Educational Farm Hoop House 

in Mt. Morris, MI

Image courtesy of the Ruth Mott Foundation



Urban Farms

ÁAgricultural or aqua-
cultural activities for 
commercial 
production of farm 
products. 

ÁOften hydroponic, 
utilizing raised beds 
and irrigation 
systems often inside 
buildings 

Greensgrow in Philadelphia Hydroponic Farm 
on former brownfield in operation since 1998

http://www.greensgrow.org/gallery/main.php?g2_itemId=478


Urban Farm Issues

ÁRight to Farm Act
ÁAllows for selling on-

site at stands

ÁWhere allowed?
ÁUsually commercial & 

industrial zones

ÁStructures
ÁWho approves?

ÁWhat information is 
needed?

Greensgrow in Philadelphia

Hydroponic Farm on former brownfield

in operation since 1998


